ENG 132
Rebuttal Argument (Notes)
Spring 2019

A rebuttal argument allows you to disagree with another person’s ideas or argument.  A rebuttal argument allows you to express your opinion by disagreeing, point by point, with another’s argument (refutation) and/or express your opinion by offering a different argument that disagrees with the basic premise of another argument (counterargument).  Furthermore, you may choose to point out inconsistencies between the initial argument and your counterargument (reconciliation).

Here are some examples:
 
While job creation programs may increase the nation’s short-term financial burden, the strategy of putting people back to work has consistently been proven to create a stronger economic and social fabric in the long run. (reconciliation)

An argumentative essay that disagrees with the claims made in an opinion piece in a newspaper about the effectiveness of the current president of the United States. (refutation)

An argumentative essay that disagrees with an author of a study about the causes of obesity (counterargument).

The strongest rebuttal will both refute specific claims being made by an author AND provide a strong counterargument.  Be sure to examine the facts, sources, and rhetoric used by the author of the argument you’re rejecting to see if you can refute any of those in your rebuttal.

[bookmark: _GoBack]When developing your rebuttal, a writer frequently has to “catch the reader up on the conversation.”  To that end, it is necessary to summarize the argument(s) that you plan to refute before presenting your counterargument.  


